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PART |
MARTIN LUTHER
AND THE
REFORMATION






Jan Hus burned at the stake in 1415 for believing in the
authority of the Bible over that of the Catholic Church.
As he was burning, it is believed he said, “You are now
going to burn a goose, [Huss signifying goose in the Bo-
hemian language] but in a century you will have a swan
which you can neither roast nor boil” 102 years after
Hus’ declaration, Martin Luther nailed his 95 theses to
the doors of the church in Wittenberg, starting the prot-
estant reformation...

Despite his low class, Hans Luther worked his way up
from peasantry to prosperity with the hope of paying
his eldest son’s tuition through law school. In return,
through practicing law, it was expected that Martin
would become wealthy enough to care for his aging par-
ents. In 1505, after enrolling in law school, Luther was
traveling near the village of Stotternheim when a violent
thunderstorm overtook him. The effects of this storm
would change his life forever...
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The posting of Martin Luther’s 95 Theses was not an act
of defiance, nor was he trying to start a revolution. He
simply intended to encourage a debate regarding the
topic of indulgences in the Church.

Luther’s request for a debate was ignored. Shortly after
posting his theses, it was removed from the door, mass
printed, and distributed throughout all of Europe. Find-
ing its way to Rome, Luther’s 95 Theses gained the atten-
tion of the Pope. A trial was held in hopes that Luther
would recant his writings, which he did not.

Ephesians 2:8-9 states, “For by grace you have been
saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it
is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one
may boast.” Luther believed that justification from sin
was by faith alone, in Christ alone, apart from works.
He rejected the Catholic Church’s teaching that justifi-
cation is by faith and works of penance. Since his belief
was contradictory to the Church’s teaching, Luther was
forced, yet again, to recant his teachings. It was at this
trial that he stated, “My conscience is held captive to the
Word of God”

Martin Luther refused to renounce his beliefs. Standing
on the firm foundation of the Word of God, he encour-
aged many throughout Europe to do the same.






ParT II
CARICATURES
FROM
CHURCH
HISTORY



Augustine of Hippo
354 - 430

Early church father Augustine is responsi-
ble for much of the formation of Western
Christianity. His teachings were influential

in bringing about the Protestant Reforma-
tion.

Selected Works of St. Augustine:
- Confessions of St. Augustine
- The City of God






John Wycliffe
1320 - 1384

Known as ““I'he Morning Star of the Ref-
ormation,” John Wycliffe, opposed papal
authority, headed up the translation of the
Latin Bible into the English language, and
set the stage for the Protestant Reformation.
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Jan Hus
1372 - 1415

Influenced by the doctrinal views of John
Wycliffe, Hus preached against the Gatholic
Church by upholding the scriptures as au-
thoritative over the traditions of the Church.
He was burned at the stake on July 6, 1415.

Selected Works of Jan Hus:
- The Church






Johannes Gutenberg
1398 - 1468

The introduction of the printing press to Eu-
rope revolutionized the way writings were
transmitted. Gutenberg’s technology would
be used in the printing and distribution of
Martin Luther’s 95 Theses, thus beginning
the Protestant Reformation.






Martin Luther
1483 - 1546

On October 31st, Luther posted 95 disputes
over the usage of indulgences. His 95 The-
ses was distributed throughout the country,
making i1t’s way to Rome, and 1s seen as the
spark that caused the flame of the Protes-
tant Reformation.

Selected Works of Martin Luther:
- 95 T heses
- The Bondage of the Will






Huldrych Zwingli
1484 - 1531

“Our confidence in Christ does not make us
lazy, negligent, or careless, but on the con-
trary 1t awakens us, urges us on, and makes
us active in living righteous lives and doing
good. There 1s no self-confidence to com-
pare with this.”






William Farel
1489 - 1565

Persuading John Calvin to stay in Geneva
on two different occasions, Farel would have
surely gained some points in charisma 1if he
were a character 1n a role-playing game.
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William Tyndale
1494 - 1536

Tyndale was the first to translate the Bible
into English, using Hebrew and Greek man-
uscripts. He was accused of heresy and ex-
ecuted by strangling, after which, his body
was burned at the stake.






Philip Melanchthon
1497 - 1560

Though he was considered cautious and
peaceful, Melanchthon was bold enough
to stand against the Catholic Church with
Luther in the Reformation. Together, they
formed the Lutheran system of theology.

Selected Works of Melanchthon:
- The Apology of the Augsburg Confession






John Calvin
1509 - 1564

John Calvin developed a system of theolo-
oy (which we now call Calvinism) based on
the teachings of Augustine and others in the
early church. Galvin’s focus was on the Sov-
ereignty of God 1n all things.

Selected Works of John Calvin:
- The Institutes of the Christian Religion
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Theodore Beza
1519 - 1605

Calvin’s successor & doppelganger.

Selected Works by Beza:
- The Life of John Calvin
- The Christian Faith






John Knox
15153 -1572

An outspoken leader of the Protestant Ret-
ormation 1n Scotland, Knox boldly con-
fronted political and religious issues at the
risk of his own life. His ideas helped found
the Presbyterian Church.

Selected Works of John Knox:
- The History of the Reformation in Scotland
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John Foxe
1516 - 1587

As a Historian, Foxe took to documenting
the martyrdom of Christians by the Catho-
lic church.

Selected Works of John Foxe:
- Foxe’s Book of Martyrs






John Owen
1616 - 1683

Earning his Master’s degree atage 19, Owen
went on to become a pastor, chaplain, col-
lege dean, and a prolific writer.

Selected Works of John Owen:
- The Death of Death in the Death of Christ
- The Mortification of Sin

- Commumnion with God

- The Diwine Power of the Gospel






John Bunyan
1628 - 1688

Retusing to give up preaching, Bunyan was
imprisoned for 12 years. During this first
prison experience, he wrote “T'he Pilgrim’s
Progress.”

Selected Works of John Bunyan:
- The Pilgrim’s Progress
- Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners






Matthew Henry
1662 - 1714

“T'he woman was made of a rib out of the
side of Adam; not made out of his head to
rule over him, nor out of his feet to be tram-
pled upon by him, but out of his side to be
equal with him, under his arm to be pro-

tected, and near his heart to be beloved.”
-From Matthew Henry’s Commentary on Genesis 2

Selected Works of Matthew Henry:

- Matthew Henry’s 6 Volume Commentary on the
Whole Bible






Jonathan Edwards
1703 - 1758

A significant leader in the Ist Great Awak-
ening, Edwards was a Puritan Theologian

and held to Reformed Theology.

Selected Works of Jonathan Edwards:
- Swnners i the Hands of an Angry God

- The End for Which God Created the World

- The Life of David Brainerd

- Religious Affections






George Whitefield
1714-1770

Considered one of the founders of Method-
ism (along with John Wesley), Whitefield’s
open-air preaching assisted in the spread of
the Great Awakening in America.

Selected Works of George Whitefield:
- Sermons of George Whatefield
- Whatefield’s Letter to Wesley on Election






John Newton
1725-1807

Before he wrote the hymn, “Amazing Grace,”
John Newton was the captain of a slave ship.
While navigating a storm, he was saved by
God’s amazing grace. Newton left the slave
trade and joined the abolitionist movement.

Selected Works of John Newton:
- Out of the Depths
- Letters of John Newton






Charles Hodge
1797-1878

“T'he doctrines of grace humble man with-
out degrading him and exalt him without
inflating him.”

“The best evidence of the Bible’s being the

word of God 1s to be found between its cov-
ers. It proves 1tself.”

Selected Works of Charles Hodge:
- Systematic I heology






George Miiller
1805-1898

“God has given me a mission field right here,
and I will ive and die mn 1t.”

In his lifetime, George cared for over 10,000
orphans without asking for a penny. Rather,
he trusted the Lord to meet every need.

Selected Works of George Miiller:
- George Muller: Convictions and leachings
- George Muller: My Journal






J- C. Ryle
1816-1900

With a desire to present the gospel to all
people groups, Ryle was led to promote the
building of churches in urban areas.

Selected Works of J. C. Ryle:

- Holiness

- Expository T houghts on the Gospels
- Practical Religion






Charles Haddon Spurgeon
1834-1892

Known as “T'he Prince of Preachers,” Spur-
geon wrote thousands of sermons, and nu-
merous books.

“If Christ 1s not all to you He 1s nothing to
you. He will never go into partnership as a
part Savior of men. If He be something He
must be everything, and if He be not every-
thing He 1s nothing to you.”

“T’here 1s hardship in everything except eat-
ing pancakes.”

Selected Works of C. H. Spurgeon:
- Mornming and Fvening (a devotional)

- All of Grace

- The Wordless Book






B. B. Warfield
1851-1921

Warfield held to the authority and divine
inspiration of the scriptures. He opposed
modernist theology which taught that the
bible was not inspired by God.

Selected Works of B. B. Warfield:
- T he Insprration and Authority of the Bible






J. Gresham Machen
1881-1937

Driven by a distaste for theological liber-
alism, Machen founded the Westminster
Seminary and the Orthodox Presbyterian

Church.

Selected Works of Machen:
- Christianaty and Liberalism






A. W, Pink
1886-1952

Realizing he was not suited for preaching,
Arthur Walkington Pink secluded himself

to writing.

Selected Works of A. W, Pink:
- The Sovereignty of God
- The Attributes of God






Martyn Lloyd-Jones
1899-1981

Standing on the authority of scripture, Mar-
tyn Lloyd-Jones encouraged passion and
understanding of the Bible i his congre-
gation. Through his expository preaching,
he presented the Scriptures with a blend of
logic and fire.

Selected Works of Lloyd-Jones:

- Preaching and Preachers
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